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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 2-3 and 5-1 8 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to nonelected species, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on March 17, 
2009. 

Claim Objections 

2. The following claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claims 1 and 4, applicant refers to the front panel as "this front panel" and 
"the above mentioned front panel." Although these conventions for referring to 
previously mentioned elements is not incorrect, for simplicity "the" or "said" is 
preferred over "above mentioned." For example, for second and subsequent 
references to the front panel, "the front panel" or "said front panel" may be used. 

b. Claims 1 and 4, "above-mentioned front panel surface" lacks antecedent 
basis. Either "a surface of the front panel" or "a front panel surface" may be used. 

c. Claim 1 , "the electric discharge cell" lacks antecedent basis. 

d. Claims 1 and 4, "the above mentioned sustain scan electrode" lacks 
antecedent basis." Either "the two or more sustain scan electrodes" or "one of the 
two or more sustain scan electrodes" may be used. 

e. Claim 4, the phrase "a number of two or more" is awkward and confusing. 

f. Claim 4, the phrase "the above mentioned black ground layer is applied to 
make the above mentioned black ground layer" redundant. 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Koshio et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,465,956 B1. 

5. With regard to claim 1, in figure 2, Koshio discloses a PDP, which has a front 
panel (10) and a back panel (13), which is set at a fixed distance from this front panel 
(10); the front panel (10) has two or more sustain scan electrodes (X, Y) arranged in 
parallel on the above-mentioned front panel (10) surface, two or more data electrodes 
(D) arranged in the direction which crosses over the above mentioned sustain scan 
electrodes (X, Y), and two or more partitions (15) that are arranged between the above 
mentioned front panel (10) and the above mentioned back panel (13) in order to divide 
the electric discharge cell (S); the above mentioned sustain scan electrode (X, Y) has a 
transparent electrode (Xa, Ya) and a bus electrode (Xb, Yb) arranged on the above 
mentioned transparent electrode (Xa, Ya); the above mentioned bus electrode (Xb, Yb) 
is formed sequentially from the side that touches the above mentioned transparent 
electrode (Xa, Ya) with a double layer composition of black ground layer (Xb', Yb') and 
non black electric conduction layer (Xb", Yb") (col. 7, line 23 - col. 8, line 67). 
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6. The Examiner notes that the claim limitation "the above mentioned bus electrode 
is formed by first exposing light on a black color positive type photosensitive paste by 
using the above mentioned non black conduction layer as a pattern formation mask, 
and secondly the above mentioned paste is applied to make the above mentioned black 
ground layer" is drawn to a process of manufacturing which is incidental to the claimed 
apparatus. It is well established that a claimed apparatus cannot be distinguished over 
the prior art by a process limitation. Consequently, absent a showing of an unobvious 
difference between the claimed product and the prior art, the subject product-by- 
process claim limitation has been considered, but not patentably distinct over Koshio 
(see MPEP 21 1 3). The Examiner notes further that Koshio discloses/teaches that the 
above mentioned bus electrode is formed by first exposing light on a black color positive 
type photosensitive paste by using the above mentioned non black conduction layer as 
a pattern formation mask, and secondly the above mentioned paste is applied to make 
the above mentioned black ground layer (col. 7, lines 58-67). 

7. With regard to claim 4, in figure 2, Koshio discloses a PDP, which has a front 
panel (10) and a back panel (13), which is set at a fixed distance from this front panel 
(10); the front panel (10) has a number of two or more sustain scan electrodes (X, Y) 
arranged in parallel on the above-mentioned front panel (10) surface, two or more data 
electrodes (D) arranged in the direction which crosses over the above mentioned 
sustain scan electrodes (X, Y), and two or more partitions (15) that are arranged 
between the above mentioned front panel (10) and the above mentioned back panel 
(13) in order to divide the electric discharge cell (S); the above mentioned sustain scan 
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electrode (Xb, Yb) is formed sequentially from the side that touches the above 
mentioned front panel (10) with a double layer composition of black ground layer (Xb', 
Yb') and non black electric conduction layer (Xb", Yb") (col. 7, line 23 - col. 8, line 67). 

8. The Examiner notes that the claim limitation "the above mentioned sustain scan 
electrode is formed by first exposing light on a black color positive type photosensitive 
paste by using the above mentioned non black conduction layer as a pattern formation 
mask, and secondly the above mentioned black ground layer is applied to make the 
above mentioned black ground layer" is drawn to a process of manufacturing which is 
incidental to the claimed apparatus. It is well established that a claimed apparatus 
cannot be distinguished over the prior art by a process limitation. Consequently, absent 
a showing of an unobvious difference between the claimed product and the prior art, the 
subject product-by-process claim limitation has been considered, but not patentably 
distinct over Koshio (see MPEP 21 13). The Examiner notes further that Koshio 
discloses/teaches that the above mentioned sustain scan electrode is formed by first 
exposing light on a black color positive type photosensitive paste by using the above 
mentioned non black conduction layer as a pattern formation mask, and secondly the 
above mentioned black ground layer is applied to make the above mentioned black 
ground layer (col. 7, lines 58-67). 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Hollweg whose telephone number is (571) 
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270-1739. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am- 
5:00pm E.S.T.. 

1 0. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

1 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/TH/ 

/NIMESHKUMAR D. PATEL/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2879 



